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I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud 
BY WILLIAM WORDSWORTH 

I wandered lonely as a cloud 
That floats on high o'er vales and hills, 
When all at once I saw a crowd, 
A host, of golden daffodils; 
Beside the lake, beneath the trees, 
Fluttering and dancing in the breeze. 

Continuous as the stars that shine 
And twinkle on the milky way, 
They stretched in never-ending line 
Along the margin of a bay: 
Ten thousand saw I at a glance, 
Tossing their heads in sprightly dance. 

The waves beside them danced; but they 
Out-did the sparkling waves in glee: 
A poet could not but be gay, 
In such a jocund company: 
I gazed—and gazed—but little thought 
What wealth the show to me had brought: 

For oft, when on my couch I lie 
In vacant or in pensive mood, 
They flash upon that inward eye 
Which is the bliss of solitude; 
And then my heart with pleasure fills, 
And dances with the daffodils. 
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As I begin this weeks Around the Cross reflection it is a cold 
and very blustery day out there with storm warnings in the fore-
cast.  And…I’m think of daffodils and the promise of Spring. As 
a spring flower and the first to bloom, daffodils are symbols of 
rebirth and hope. They signify new life and resilience as they 
are strong little survivors who have weathered the winter 
storms. Daffodils' cheerful bright yellow and white colours are a 
symbol of positivity. 

Yes I know, we are a long way from Spring as we hunker down 
in the dark and often stormy January days…but, perhaps be-
cause we are in a “dark and stormy” time we need the hope and 
the promise of Spring that the daffodil represents. No matter 
what the culture, daffodils seem to always signify an uplifting 
spirit. Their message is simple: energy! Because their bright-
ness shines through the dark, cold days of winter and an-
nounces the arrival of spring, they are the perfect flower to mark 
new beginnings or to revive an old friendship or relationship. 
Daffodils are also strongly tied to creativity, inspiration, forgive-
ness, and vitality, plus a slew of other meanings from around 
the globe. Creativity – Daffodils symbolize creativity every 
which way imaginable. This gem of a flower is a symbol of that 
limitless feeling some of us get when it comes to creativity and 
art. Many artists have used daffodils in their paintings as well as 
authors in their poetry and prose.Forgiveness and memory – 
Daffodils are symbols of memory and forgiveness, and I guess 
the more you think about it, the more that makes sense that 
these two are tied together. In order to get past bad memories, 
we need to be forgiving, and hopefully create new memories 
which allow us to move forward in a more positive light. Re-
newal and vitality – In addition to being the first sign of spring 
through the cold and dark weather of winter, daffodils also re-
generate each year and are therefore a symbol of renewing en-
ergy and seeing things differently the next time around. 

Across the globe, here are some other meanings for daffodils: 
China: The daffodil symbolizes good fortune in the Chinese cul-
ture. In fact, it is so esteemed for its ability to bring forth positive 
things that it is the official symbol of the Chinese New year. 
Japan: To the Japanese people, the daffodil means mirth and 
joyousness. France: In France, daffodils are a sign of hope. 
Wales: A Welsh legend claims that the person to find the first 
daffodil bloom will be blessed with more gold than silver in the 
upcoming year. Arabian Countries: The Arabians believe the 
daffodil flower is an aphrodisiac and cure for baldness. 
Medieval Europe: The medieval Europeans believed that if 
your gaze caused a daffodil to droop it was an omen of impend-
ing death. United States/Canada: In the U.S. and Canada the 
daffodil is the official symbol for the American Cancer Associa-
tion, symbolizing a hope for a cure. It is also the flower for the 
month of March and the symbol of the 10th wedding anniver-
sary.  
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A daffodil flower represents eternal life in Christianity. One rea-
son for this is that daffodils are perennial flowers, so they ap-
pear year after year. In addition, daffodils are one of the first 
flowers to appear in spring, which is representative of rebirth. 
There is also a belief that daffodils bloomed once Christ rose 
from the tomb, so this flower serves as a reminder of the resur-
rection. 

I Wandered Lonely As A Cloud by William Wordsworth is one of 
the best-known poems in the world. Daffodils are perhaps the 
image most often associated with Wordsworth, and yet the 
poem is about so much more than a spring-time walk. 
We all know those lines. I wandered lonely, as a cloud. We all 
know the story. A man goes for a walk and sees a crowd of daf-
fodils …but we actually start to understand the poem when we 
see, in our minds eye, the man lying on a couch. So, does it 
mean he/she’s been for a walk, maybe with his/her dogs, seen 
a field of daffodils and then returned home. Clearly the person 
is in a pensive mood reclining on the couch…he/she’s reflecting 
and perhaps meditating on the beautiful daffodils. it speaks too 
of solitude but not in a depressing way but in a calm and peace-
ful way - a restful way. 

Sometimes when I feel overwhelmed by the pressures of the 
outside world…by negative thoughts and actions…by feelings 
of frustration and helplessness…I find it helpful to simply tune 
out! To find something to occupy my mind that brings me plea-
surable diversion that takes me away from life’s problems if only 
for a little way. This is the theme of the poem and the key mes-
sage is that solitude gives us space for reflection. 

I wandered lonely, as a cloud. The poem tells a story…the time 
of the walk…the time in which the person, spending time alone, 
reflects on the walk. Although the inference is that he is alone, 
perhaps living alone or just alone at that time, his heart is filled 
with the same pleasure he felt when he gazed upon the beauty 
of the daffodils. 

How often do we have feelings of being alone, even within a 
group of people or in the midst of a family gathering. That feel-
ing of being “cut out”, “ignored”, “misunderstood” and even “dis-
respected”. Its a horrible feeling isn’t it and its a feeling of sad-
ness and helplessness. It happens to all of us at some point in 
time and how we deal with those feelings says a lot about our 
strength of character and our feeling of self-worth. We can’t 
control the actions or the words of others but we can control 
how we respond to them and how we let them shape our mood 
or our feelings. That feeling of being “alone” is different from 
feelings of “loneliness”. Sometimes we deliberately choose to 
be alone, to go for a walk alone, to sit and read a book alone or 
listen to music or watch tv - alone!. Those “alone” times are im-
portant because they bring us back in touch with ourselves and 
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back in touch with God. I have some of my best conversations 
with God in those “alone” times. 

But what about loneliness? Most of us have experienced that 
feeling at some point in time or may be experiencing it now. We 
can be lonely even in the midst of people and activity if we feel 
excluded or like we don’t belong. We can deliberately create 
periods of loneliness when we immerse ourselves in grief. Grief 
at the loss of a partner, a child, a friend or a relationship. Even 
the loss of a beloved pet can catapult us into a period of loneli-
ness. Then there is the loneliness created by circumstances 
beyond our control - COVID being one! Times when we are cut 
off from family and friends and the loving support and care we 
need so badly. Some people find ways of coping during that 
time - ways of creating diversions to take their minds off of be-
ing alone. If they have the means and the opportunity they can 
connect with people though technology…ZOOM gatherings, live 
streamed worship and events, FaceTime or simply a phone call. 
But loneliness can also be hard to overcome and break free 
from. 

Some people are alone by choice. They quite like their own 
company and they are happy, well adjusted and active people 
seeking company when needed and wanted and otherwise per-
fectly content living and being “alone”. Some are alone because 
they are so immersed in grief, anger and self-pity that they push 
away the very people they long to draw close.  

How can we as loved ones, friends, colleagues or worshipping 
community help support and comfort those who feel “alone” for 
a variety of reasons. How can we know when to leave the per-
son alone to grieve or to pull the pieces of their life together 
again by being alone…and when its appropriate and even nec-
essary to reach out, to offer a hand or a presence or even just a 
listening ear. When does kindness become intrusion and when 
does intrusion, sometimes, become an intervention.  

As a faith community we rely of each other to keep us informed 
when someone may be feeling lonely or ignored. As a commu-
nity of faith we have an obligation to care for each other, to 
reach out to each other and to support each other. To simply 
“be” there for each other. But we also need to know when its 
appropriate to let someone simply be alone - alone with grief, or 
loss, or in the midst of illness.  

I am an introvert…truly I am! But by the nature of my calling I 
am most often put in situations where I need to put on my “ex-
trovert” persona.  Now don’t get me wrong I love people, and I 
most definitely love what I do and spending time with the people 
I serve gives me energy and purpose…but, its exhausting both 
mentally and physically. A great many clergy are introverts and 
need time to escape from the demands of their daily lives and 
spend time alone with God…time alone to pray, to reflect, and 
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to recharge. I find beauty in nature…much like our solitary 
walker did when he/she happened upon a field of daffodils. I 
frequently take pictures of things that strike my fancy or that I 
find particularly beautiful along my walks. And again like our 
solitary dreamer I too can look back at those pictures and call to 
mind how I felt and what my thoughts were at that time. I plan 
on getting myself a little bunch of daffodils this week…I know 
their bright colour and happy “faces” will cheer me up and ban-
ish the darkness of “doubt and despair” that can often creep into 
these long, cold, dreary January days.  Bless the cheerful daf-
fodils, that they may bring joy, contentment, hope or comfort to 
all who see them. 

Sunday “in person” worship has been suspend for the 
month of January due to the rising numbers in COVID cas-
es. There will however be a live stream of the 11 a.m. service 
for all of those Sundays. We ask that you please not show up in 
person at the church and expect to sit in on the live stream ser-
vice. It would be very painful for us to have to ask you to leave 
as that would go against all we believe in and stand for but for 
your safety, as well as ours, we ask that you worship with us 
from the privacy and safety of your own homes. This was not a 
decision taken lightly but in consultation with Wardens, Minister-
ial and Vestry. The office will remain open as usual and Fr. 
Michael and myself will also be keeping regular office hours 
should any of you wish to talk or there is a need for pastoral 
care. Together we will get through this and together we will be 
stronger for it. In this last little while I have seen so many exam-
ples of how Immanuel pulls together when there is a need and 
what an amazing group of volunteers we are blessed with. This 
is just a little bump in the road but what is paramount is the 
safety and well being of all our parishioners and we do not want 
to be putting anyone in harms way.  We hope and pray that this 
will be of very short duration and that soon we will be together 
again in person. We, the Ministerial, continue to hold all of you 
in prayer and please do not hesitate to reach out to any one of 
us if you feel the need for prayer or conversation.   

Seniors Coffee has been suspended until further notice. We will 
let you know when we start up again either in person or via 
ZOOM.  You will be receiving an invitation shortly for a Feb-
ruary start-up! 
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Give Us Hope 
When evil darkens our world, 
give us light. When despair 
numbs our souls, give us hope. 
When we stumble and fall, lift us 
up. When doubts assail us, give 
us faith. When nothing seems 
sure, give us trust. When ideals 
fade, give us vision. When we 
lose our way, be our guide! That 
we may find serenity in Your 
presence, and purpose in doing 
Your will. 

John D. Rayner 
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THE SINGLE CONNECTION… 
PLEASE NOTE: DUE TO THE RISE IN COVID NUMBERS WE 
WILL NOT BE MEETING IN PERSON BUT VIA ZOOM. AS 
SOON AS IT IS DEEMED SAFE TO DO SO WE WILL BEGIN 
IN PERSON GATHERINGS.  While not ideal I do not want to 
put this off again so I hope you will consider joining us via 
ZOOM. 
Welcome to “The Single Connection” – a fellowship and sup-
port group for all singles – widowed, divorced, single by choice, 
etc.- young and “older” – male and female. The Reverend Win-
na Martin will be your facilitator and host. We will meet once a 
month beginning on Tuesday, January 18th 2022 at 7 p.m. - 
8:30 p.m. via ZOOM the link is below. If you missed our 
Tuesday gathering please join us on Tuesday, February 
15th at 7 p.m. We will begin with evening prayer, followed by a 
“getting to know you” time. It is hoped this will be a time of 
shared stories, laughter and perhaps some tears as we support 
and journey together as “singles” in the Parish of Immanuel. As 
we form connections and start to feel comfortable with each 
other we can explore other events we might enjoy doing togeth-
er: a game's night, going to a movie together, out for a meal to-
gether…etc.  If you are interested in being a part of The Single 
Connection please let me know at martinwinn@gmail.com. 
Looking forward to seeing and meeting some of the “singles” in 
the Parish of Immanuel.  Blessings my friends. Winna+ 

Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86273763786?
pwd=Vmp5bmxvcDIxbGpob0xTMjZhRG1Bdz09 

Meeting ID: 862 7376 3786 
Passcode: 606237 

Please note that there is a Prayer Binder in the Sanctuary 
by the Advent Wreath. Please add your names for those 
you wish prayed for and the person doing the interces-
sions will pray for them each Sunday. If you wish one of 
our Clergy to pray with or for you during this Advent sea-
son please let us know. 

For our new Bishop-elect, Archdeacon Helen Kennedy; for 
Dean Mike our Diocesan Administrator. For our parish of 
Immanuel - for our wardens Mae Boa and Richard Simpson 
and our new Vestry.  We pray for our partners at Living 
Spirit Centre: Pastor Stewart Miller (Bread of Life), Rev. 
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Russell Mitchell Walker (Eastside United), Vicar Patti Sherk 
(Bread of Life) and the administrative assistants: Cheryl 
Conly (Bread of Life) and Becca Dziaduck (Eastside United). 
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The Members of the Ministerial and Their Primary Areas of 
Responsibiity… 

Father Michael Bruce (Fellowship, Prayer and Contemplation, 
Digital Ministries - Team Leader of the Ministerial and Regional 
Dean) 
fr.MBruce@gmail.com 
306-591-1124   DAYS OFF: SATURDAY AND MONDAY 

Rev. Winna Martin  (Seniors Ministry, Singles (Divorced, Wid-
owed, Singles of all ages), Pastoral Care, Christian Education, 
Mission                                                         
martinwinna@gmail.com 
306-536-4308 (cell) or 306-525-1575 (landline)                    
   DAYS OFF: SATURDAY AND MONDAY 

Canon Susan Page, Deacon (Pastoral Care, Ecumenism) 
306-537-3946 (cell) spage@sasktel.net 

Rev. Alexander (Alex) Campbell (Indigenous Ministry, Truth and 
Reconciliation *Calls to Action)  alex.campbell@hotmail.com 

Pastor Zsofi Schmiedge (Children and Youth, Digital Ministry, 
Stewardship)
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I hope you are enjoying Around 
the Cross. As editor I am always 
delighted to receive your articles, 
information, pictures, etc. - any-
thing you would like to share. I do 
however reserve the right to 
“edit” as appropriate or to not 
publish anything that I deem in-
appropriate. Remember this is 
YOUR Epistle so please send me 
whatever you think our readers 
may enjoy - we would love to 
hear from you!  

God’s richest blessings....Winna+
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